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“Great Are You O Lord” Icon found in Toplou Monastery in Crete. The story behind the icon
is found in this bulletin.

Source: johnsanidopoulos.com
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CHURCH ETIQUETTE

When attending Divine Services we have the
responsibility of maintaining proper decorum and
atmosphere in the church. This includes a proper and
respectful dress code and having no food or drink in
the church.

The very first thing to keep in mind is that we are to be
at Divine Services on time. Reverence, respectful attire,
and good manners are required at all times. Irreverent or
irrelevant conversations should not go on in the Narthex
or in the church proper. There are certain times during
the Divine Services when no one should be moving
about, entering the church, or being seated.

Wherever a person happens to be at these moments, he
or she should stop and stand reverently until the proper
moment to be seated.

These times are:

¢ During the Doxology, when the priest is censing.

e During the small Entrance - the procession of the
priest and Altar servers with the Holy Gospel and
until the reading of the Epistle.

e When the priest cense the Altar, icons, and
congregation throughout the Service.

 During the reading of the Epistle and Gospel.

e During the Great Entrance - the procession of the
priest and the Altar servers with the Holy Gifts.

e During the recitation of the Creed of Faith and the
Lord’s Prayer (Our Father).

¢ During the Consecration of the Holy Gifts.

¢ During Holy Communion.

e During any special services such as Memorials or
Blessing or the Loaves, special Doxologies, etc.

The General rule is that whenever the priest is outside
the Holy Altar either with the censer or giving a
blessing, there should be no movement in the church.

When receiving any Sacrament of the church, please use
your baptismal/Chrismation name.
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FROM Beloved in Christ
FATHER

K.OSTA Happy and Blessed New Year!

As we begin a new calendar year, most of us look to 2023 with optimism and
hope for a fresh start with renewed hope in our lives.

In most cases, New Year’s Day’s novelty quickly wears off as we fall into the same old routine,
and the only thing that changes is that we’re a year older.

We sometimes try to treat January 1st as a “reset button” for our lives by making resolutions
to change and proclaiming the familiar by now motto, “new year, new me!”

However, for Christians, our “reset button” is every moment we repent. We do not count the
time we spend in this life, but rather the treasures and the blessings offered to us in the eternal
Kingdom of God because of our conduct and faithfulness in this life. God will bless the new
year, not because we brought in the new year with drunkenness and gambling or a new
attitude that focuses solely on us but not at all on God. On January 1st and each day of the
year, we do those things pleasing to God. January 1st is different only because we treat it
differently. What if we were to treat every day as a blessing, an opportunity to be optimistic,
joyous, and resolute in our desire to change for the better and become holier? It is not time
that is the essence, but life, and what counts is what we do with the life we have on this earth.
We do not know the time of our departure from this world; it is all the more important to treat
each day as a gift from God and a chance to repent and grow in Christ. Our faith and the
Church offer us tools to sanctify our lives and grow closer to God. If you are unsure how to
strengthen your faith and apply it to everyday life, your priest is more than happy to help you.

Let’s remember that our whole life is a feast - not only on special days, new moons, or even
the Lord’s days but a feast befitting God, a feast of sincerity and truth. We thank God for
giving us one more year to improve, become holy, forgive and be forgiven, and love. One more
year to work and amass spiritual treasures. One more chance to call the poor man and make
Christ a participant of our table so that we will eat and drink not for our glory but for God’s.
This year, we will pray, fast, accuse, pardon, praise, censure, enter, exit, sell, and buy. We will
choose to be silent and to speak. Whatever we do, let us do it all for the glory of God, and if
something is not for the glory of God, then let’s not do it or speak of it.

Let us not waste our days. Let us not allow them to slip away in vanity and our years with
haste, but let us make each day of virtue in Christ. Then every day will be a celebration of our
lives in our Lord.

A blessed Theophany Season to all of you.

In Christ,

Fr. Kosta




FROM Ayanntoi ev Xplotw,
FATHER

K.OSTA KaAn Xpovid, Kal EVTUXIOPEVO TO VEO €Tog! Kabwg Eekivape €va vEO NUEPOAOYIOKO
XPOVOo, ol TieploadTepol amnod ePdc kortdue to 2023 pe alolodofia kat eAttida yia pa
véa apxn, HMe avavewpevn eAmida otn Cwn pag. Opwg ot TEPIOCOTEPEC
neputwoelg, N aicodoia ™G MNpwtoxpoviag egadavietal ypriyopa Kabwg mEPTOULPE OTNV
TaALd pouTiva Kat To pévo mpaypa ov aAAadel eival 0TL yepvape €va Xpovo.

MeplkeG ¢opeg mpoorabBovpye va avtigetwriicovpye TNV 1 lavovapiov wg €va «KoupTt
enavadopdc» yia tn Cwn pag, maipvovrag anoddacel yia ailiayr] kair SlaknpLooovTag TO
YVWOTO PEXPL TWPA oLVONUQA, «VEOG XPOVOC, VEOG EYW!».

Qotd0o0, yia Toug Xplotiavoug, To "kouurti ermavadopdg” eival KABe aTlypr) TTou YETAVOOUUE. Agv
HETPAUE TOV XPOVO TIoU €xoupe oe auth Tn (wr}, aAAA PAAAOV TL KAVOUUE PE TOV XPOVO TIOU Jag
exel dwBei. MeTpdpe Toug BnoALPOLG Kal TIG €VAOYIEG TIOU HAG TPOOodEPOVTAL OTNV aAlwvia
BaoiAeia Touv Oeov Adyw TnG oupmepldopds Kal TNG TioTnG pag oe avth tn (wr. O Oedg Ba
EVAOYNOEL TO VEO €TOG, OXL EMEION PEPAPE TO VEO ETOC PE PEOBN KAl TPATIOUAEG 1 YE TNV €vvola
HAG QTOKAEIOTIKA 0 €UAG aAAA KaBoAou otov ©ed. Tnv 1 lavovapiov kal KABe pEpa Tou
XPOVoL, TIPETIEL VA KAVOUUE EKEIVA TA TIPAyUATA TIOUL €ival evapeota otov Oed. H mpwTtoxpovid
eival S1apopeTIkry pévo ylati epeic tnv PAEMouvpe dladopetikd. Tt Ba yivotav av PAEmape KAbe
HEPA WG HPla eLAOYIA Kal pla eukalpia va eipacte aiolodool, XapoULPEVOL Kal arnodacloTIKOI oTnV
embupia pag va aA\a&oupe TPOG TO KAAUTEPO Kal va yivoupe o aylol; Agv gival o xpovog mou
eival n ovaia, aAAd n Cwrj, KAl AuTo TOL PETPAEL €ival TL KAvoupe pe TN {wr) TToL €XOLUE OE AUTA
n yn. Aev yvwpiCoupe TNV wpa TNG avaxwpnong hag ard autov tov Koopo. ‘Etol eival akoun
MO onuavtike va avtetwrtiCovpe KABe pépa wg dwpo ard Tov Oed Kal pla evkapia va
dlopBwaoovupe TN vootporttia pag kKal va {rioovpe tn Cwr) ev Xplotw. H miotn pag kat n EkkAnoia
npoodEPOLV gpyaleia yla va aylortoljoovpe tn Cwn pag Kat va €pOoupe o KovTd otov O€0.
Edv dev eiote BEPalol wg va evioxLOETE TNV TTOTN 0ag 1 va TNV ePapPOCETE OTNV KABNUEPLVN
Cwn, 0 lepEag oag eival TIOAL xapoLpevog va aag Bonbnoel.

Acg Bupodpacte OTL OAN pag n Cwr eival pua yloptr - OxL HOVO o€ eI0IKEG PEPEG, vEa deyydpla n
AKOHA Kal BpNOKEVTIKEG YIOPTEG, AAAA pia ylopTr va doEdcoupe Tov @0, Yla ylopTr EIAKPIVELQG
Kal aAnBelag. Evxapiotovpe tov Oed 1ov pag €dwoe €vav akoun Xpovo va BeAtiwboupe, va
yivoupe Aylol, va cuyxwprjoouue Kal va ocuyxwpenBboupue, va ayarroouue Kal va Pag ayartrjoouv.
‘Evag akopun xpovog yla va epyacToUHE KAl VA GUYKEVTPWOOUUE TIVELHUATIKOUG Bnoavpoug. AAAN
Hla eukalpia va KaAEgoupe Tov GTwXO Kal va KAVOUUE TOV XPLOTO CUPHETOXO OTO TPArell pag
yia va ¢dape kar va tmovpe Oxt yia tn 60&a pag aAAa ya tn 66&a tou Oeov. dDetog, Ba
npocoeuxnboupue, Ba vnotepoupe, Ba Katnyoprioouvue Kal Ba cuyxwprjoovpe, Ba mawvecoupe, Ba
KaTtakpivoupe, Ba mouArjoovpe Kal Ba ayopdcouvpe. @a emAEEOLUE vaA OLWTNOOULPE 1 va
HIAnooupe. ‘O,TL KAvoupe, ag To KAvoupe yla Tn 66&a Tov Oeov, Kal av KATL dev gival yla tn 66&a
Tou Og0oU, TOTE AG PNV TO KAVOUPE OUTE AG PIANCOULKE yia auTo.

AG pnv omnataArooupe TNG HEPEG YaG. AG pnv TIG adrjoovpe va §eduyouy TN pataldTnTa Kat ta
Xpovia pag pe Blacvvn, aAAd ag Kavoupe KABe pepa nueEpa apetng ev Xplotw. TOTe KABe pepa
Ba eival pla ylioptn TnG Xplotiavikng Cwng pag.

Ev Xplotw,
. Kwvotavtivog




SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2023

SUNDAY 1 THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST / SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY
St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia
Matins 9:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 10:30 am
THURSDAY 5 EVE OF THEOPHANY
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great and Blessing of the Waters 7:00 pm
FRIDAY 6 THE HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AT THE JORDAN RIVER
Matins & Blessing of the Waters 9:15 am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
SATURDAY 7 THE SYNAXIS (GATHERING) OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
Matins 9:15 am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
SUNDAY 8 SUNDAY AFTER THE THEOPHANY
Matins 9:15 am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
SUNDAY 15 12th SUNDAY OF LUKE
Matins 9:15 am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
TUESDAY 17 ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT
Matins 9:15 am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
SUNDAY 22 15th SUNDAY OF LUKE
Matins 9:15 am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am
SUNDAY 29 SUNDAY OF THE CANAANITE WOMAN

Matins 9:15 am Divine Liturgy 10:30 am




AKOAOYOIEX IANOYAPIOY 2023

KYPIAKH 1 MNEPITOMH TOY IHXOY XPIXTOY / TPO TQN ®QTON
Ay. Baothgiov Apypemokomov Kawsapeiog g Kanmadokiog, Too Meyahiov
Opbpoc 9:15 .. Ocio Asttovpyia Ayiov Baotieiov 10:30 m.p.
HNEMIITH 5 IMAPAMONH TQN O@EO®ANEIQN
Eonepwvi Oc¢ia Agttovpyia Ay. Bactieiov & Aywoopdc 7:00 p.p.
MMAPAX. 6 TA ATTA GEO®ANEIA TOY KYPIOY XTON IOPAANH IOTAMO
Opbpoc & Méyog Ayaopog 9:15 m.p. O¢ia Agrtovpyia 10:30 m.p.
XABBATO 7 YYNAEZIX TOY ATTOY IQANNOY TOY BANTIXTOY
Opbpoc 9:15 .. B¢ia Asttovpyio 10:30 m.p.
KYPIAKH 8 KYPIAKH META TQN ®QTQN
Opbpoc 9:15 .. Ocia Astrovpyia 10:30 w.p.
KYPIAKH 15 121 KYPIAKH AOYKA
Opbpoc 9:15 .. O¢ia Agrtovpyia 10:30 m.p.
TPITH 17 AT'. ANTQNIOY TOY METI'AAOY
Opbpoc 9:15 .. ®¢ia Asttovpyio 10:30 m.p.
KYPIAKH 22 151 KYPIAKH AOYKA
Opbpoc 9:15 .. Ocia Asttovpyia 10:30 w.p.
KYPIAKH 29 KYPIAKH THX KYPIAKH THX XANANAIAX I'YNAIKAX

Opbpoc 9:15 .. B¢ia Asttovpyio 10:30 m.p.




A Scenic Icon Inspired by the Prayer of St. Sophronios of
Jerusalem for the Great Sanctification of the Waters

The Service of the Great Sanctification probably first appeared in the Holy Land, where the

Jordan River is located. It is not known who is the first composer of the original nucleus of the
sanctification service. One tradition says the Service of the Great Sanctification was written by Saint
Basil the Great when he passed through Jerusalem.

An important part of the Service of the Great Sanctification is the prayer in which is uttered "Great are
You O Lord" (Méyac &1 Kupte) written by the Holy Patriarch Sophronios of Jerusalem. This is an
excellent example of theological thought and literary discourse. In this prayer with poetic phrases the
Great Feast of Theophany is praised, and it begins with the word "Today", which is repeated twenty
times with rich verses in images that follow one after the other. In the middle of the prayer, the Priest
says in a loud voice: "Great are You O Lord and marvelous our Your works and no word is sufficient
to praise Your marvels." This is the peak moment of the sacramental ritual.

Toplou Monastery is a 15th century monastery located in a dry and barren area in the Lasithi region,
on the eastern part of the island of Crete in Greece. There one can find an amazing icon called "Great
Are You O Lord" with 61 scenes inspired by the Prayer of Saint Sophronios of Jerusalem in the
Service of the Great Sanctification. At the bottom of this icon there is an inscription in Greek letters,
but with misspellings: "lwdvvou movnua Kopvdpou ei¢ Toug 25 xpovoug TnG nAkiag tou dna
ouvbpoung o€ tou Mavoowwtdtou Kupou lNapBeviou lepopovaxou nyovugvou To ertikAnv Kagpoupog ei¢
Tov E xpovov tn¢ nyouvueviag avtou, apo” (The work of John Kornaros in the 25th year of his age
through the contribution of the All- Venerable lord Parthenios the Hieromonk the abbot of Kaphouros
in the 5th year of his abbotship, in 1770.). On the left there is another inscription: "Aénon¢ touv douvAou
TOoU OcoU Anuntpiov MpookuvnNToU, culfrac kal Twv Tekvwy autou" (Prayer of the servant of God
Demetrios the pilgrim, his wife and his children.). From this we see how important the Service of the
Great Sanctification is for the life of the Church and how the theology and the

inexpressible mystery of the incarnation of the Word of God became words and art.

Source: johnsanidopoulos.com

Note: The prayer of St. Sophronios is read during the Sanctification of the Waters prayer on the Eve
of Theophany (Jan. 5) and the morning of the Feast (Jan. 6 morning), since the Blessing of the Waters
is done on both days. Please attend one of (or both) the services (see schedule of Services) and take
part in this beautiful prayer. Part of the prayer is also read at every Baptism.
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Why Was Jesus Baptized?

Jesus sanctified Baptism by being Himself baptized. If the Son of God was baptized, what

godly man is he that despises Baptism? But He was baptized not that He might receive

remission of sins, for He was sinless; but being sinless, He was baptized, that He might give to them
that are baptized a divine and excellent grace. "For since the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise partook of the same" (Heb. 2:14), that having been made partakers of
His presence in the flesh we might be made partakers also of His Divine grace: thus Jesus was
baptized, that thereby we again by our participation might receive both salvation and honor.

According to Job, there was in the waters the dragon that "draws up Jordan into his mouth"

(Job 40:23). Since, therefore, it was necessary to break the heads of the dragon in pieces, He went
down and bound the strong one in the waters, that we might receive power to “tread upon serpents
and scorpions" (Lk. 10:19). The beast was great and terrible. "No fishing-vessel was able to carry one
scale of his tail": destruction ran before him, ravaging all that met him. The Life encountered him, that
the mouth of Death might henceforth be stopped, and all we that are saved might say, "O death,
where is your sting? O grave, where is your victory?" (1 Cor. 15:55). The sting of death is drawn by
Baptism.

For you go down into the water, bearing your sins, but the invocation of grace, having sealed your
soul, suffers you not afterwards to be swallowed up by the terrible dragon. Having gone down dead
in sins, you come up quickened in righteousness. For if you have been “united with the likeness of
the Savior's death" (Rom. 6:5), you shall also be deemed worthy of His Resurrection. For as Jesus
took upon Him the sins of the world, and died, that by putting sin to death He might rise again in
righteousness; so you also by going down into the water, and being in a manner buried in the waters,
as He was in the rock, are raised again "walking in newness of life”.

Moreover, when you have been deemed worthy of the grace, He then gives you strength to wrestle
against the adverse powers. For as after His Baptism He was tempted forty days (not that He was
unable to gain the victory before, but because He wished to do all things in due order and
succession), so you likewise, though not daring before your baptism to wrestle with the adversaries,
yet after you have received the grace and are henceforth confident in "the armor of righteousness" (2
Cor. 6:7), must then do battle, and preach the Gospel, if you will.

Jesus Christ was the Son of God, yet He preached not the Gospel before His Baptism. If the Master

Himself followed the right time in due order, ought we, His servants, to venture out of order?

By St. Cyril of Jerusalem, from Catechetical Lecture 3
Source: johnsanidopoulos.com
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RECOMMENDED READING

Both books can be found at:

https://store.ancientfaith.com

Description:Eight-year-old Steven desperately wants to win the
top prize in his school’s fundraising campaign - a shiny new
BMX bike. The good news is that just selling lots of boxes of
cheese and sausage will help him win. The bad news? He’s
willing to break rules and bend the truth to make his dream
come true. Meet Steven and his family - older brother, Paul,
who is glad he doesn’t have to sell stuff; little sister, Sophia,
who tries to keep the peace between her battling brothers;
Dad, an Orthodox priest, busy with his own fundraising to build
a new church; and Mom, just trying to keep up with all the
activity. Enter into this charming world of a young clergy family
- a place where God’s presence is revealed in unexpected ways.

Age Range: 7 — 12 years

About the Author: Presvytera Alexandra has spent the major
portion of her life communicating with children. She is the
mother of four and the grandmother of fourteen. She has
worked for many years as a preschool teacher, a Sunday school
teacher, and an organizer of summer camp and vacation
church school programs, as well as working as a professional
clown and storyteller. Using her knowledge of Greek, English,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Swahili, she has entertained children
with her stories in the many countries where she has lived and
traveled. Good News, Bad News is a story based on real-life
events that happened while she was raising her own beautiful
children.

THE
ORTHODOX
STUDY

BIBLE

Description: The Orthodox Study Bible is the fruit of over
twenty years of labor by many of the best Orthodox Christian
theologians of our time. Here, by the grace of God, you will
find the living water of His Word with comprehensive study
guides and teachings that bring to our modern world the mind
of the ancient Christian Church. It is the first ever full-length
(Old and New Testaments) Orthodox Study Bible in English.

Note: This recommendation is a bit tongue-in-cheek, but you
would be surprised (or maybe you wouldn’t be) how many
Orthodox Christians have not read the Bible, or even just the
New Testament. The bonus with this Bible is every page has
commentary and explanations on the verses and themes found
in its pages. Do you have a Bible at home? The only time a
Bible is useless to a Christian is when it’s not being read.




Blessing of Homes for Theophany

If you wish to have Fr. Kosta bless your home and/or business during the Theophany
season, please contact him directly.

Phone/Text: 807-357-9984
Email: fatherkosta@gmail.com

Fr. Kosta’s schedule is as follows:

January 6th: 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm
January 7th: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm or 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm
January 8th: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm or 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

If you live out of town, or need a different date, please call Fr. Kosta.
The last day of House Blessings is January 22, 2023.

Our Community is always happy to help out the
. R Dew Drop Inn through our Souvlaki Dinners and
W our Philoptochos Ladies.

ge

* rop Please help out this worthy cause during the
imnn Holidays and throughout the year by donating or
volunteering.

dewdropinnthunderbay.ca
Registered Charity
# 85799 4099 RRO0O1



DIGITAL CHANT AND
CHURCH SERVICES
RESOURCE

The full services for all Sundays
and major feast days of the vyear,
available in Greek and English in
PDF format - what many of our
churches use for our services. Go
to the website and follow along!

dcs.goarch.org

I’'M ORTHODOX, WHAT
DOES THAT MEAN?

This booklet answers the basic
guestions of what it means to be
an Orthodox Christian. Available
at the website below or through
our priest:
https://goarchdiocese.ca

DONATIONS AND
MEMBERSHIPS

Donations and memberships can
be paid in person or electronically
- preferably via direct e-transfer at
holytrinity@tbaytel.net.

You can also use the PayPal link

on our website. If you wish to pay
by cheque or cash, please speak
with our treasurer or the priest.

CHILDREN IN THE DIVINE LITURGY

To the parents and grandparents of our young children, may we
suggest...

Relax! God put the wiggle and curiosity in children; don’t feel you have
to suppress it. All are welcome! Sit somewhere where it is easier for your
little ones to see and hear what is going on - even if that means you sit at
the front. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. We know how
hard it is to have small children in Liturgy. Please don’t be discouraged.
We love you and want you here.

Quietly explain the Liturgy to your children:

The Small Entrance
The Gospel (the Good News) coming into the world

The Epistle and Gospel Readings
Our message for the day

The Sermon/Homily
The clergy speaks about the Bible readings, the Saints, and the Holy Days

The Offering (Anaphora)
Bowing to our King and offering Him our gifts, that He may change them
into His Body and Blood and offer them back to us

Holy Communion
Christ is in us and we are in Him

Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses with the chanters and the
choir. Children learn liturgical behaviour by copying you. Remember that
we are here to worship Christ. If you have to temporarily leave the
service with your child, feel free, but please come back when your child
calms down. As Christ said, “Let the children come to Me.” If you need to
walk your child around, feel free. Also, we encourage you to visit the
church and Fr. Kosta with your children on days when there is no service,
so you can explain to them a few things about the church. The children
will also get a different appreciation of the church when they have it all
to themselves.

To the members of our Community, the presence of children is a gift to
the Church and a reminder that our Community is growing. Please pray
for our children and welcome them by giving a smile of encouragement
to their parents. Remember that the way we welcome children in the
Church directly affects the way they respond to the Church, Christ, and
to one another. Let them know they are home!

WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS, FUNERALS, AND MEMORIALS

Please speak with Fr. Kosta directly regarding dates, sponsors (Koumbaroi), preparations, and any other
guestions you have. Visit our website for information, or contact fr. Kosta directly.

www.gothunderbay.org

fatherkosta@gmail.com
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Common Questions by First-Time Visitors or Inquirers

Q: What does “Greek Orthodox” mean?

The term Greek Orthodox may refer either to the Orthodox Church as a whole or to the churches of the
Eastern Roman Empire or “Byzantine" areas. Greek Orthodox also refers to the style of liturgical rite
used in the Church.

In the western world, Greek Orthodox mainly refers to Orthodox Christians of Greek descent. However,
non-Orthodox people sometimes apply the term to all Orthodox Christians without regard to ethnicity,
much as the term Roman Catholic is used to refer to all those who belong to the Roman Catholic Church,
despite not being of Italian ancestry.

Q: What language are your services in?

Our Divine Liturgy is done in English and Greek, with most of the prayers done in English, while the
hymns which are chanted by the cantors are usually balanced between Greek and English. Vespers and
Matins (Orthros) are chanted in both Greek and English. The sermon is given in English and sometimes
in Greek as well.

Q: Do | have to be Greek or Orthodox to attend services?
You do not have to be Greek or Orthodox to attend services. Everyone is welcome to attend and inquire
about our theology and liturgical practices. In fact, we often have visitors in our church.

Please note that you need to be baptized Orthodox, in good standing, to receive the Sacraments. Being
Greek does not automatically make you Orthodox, or vice versa. Our priest is available if you have any
guestions regarding your attendance at our church. Please feel free to contact him via text, or email a
couple of days before you visit and he’ll answer any questions you have.

Q: What is a good service to attend if I’ve never been to an Orthodox service before?
It is recommended that you speak to the priest beforehand about attending a service so you will be
prepared for what to expect.

Q: How will I fit in your congregation if I’'m not Greek?

You will fit in just fine. We have many people who are not Greek, whether they come from different
nationalities, are converts or married to a Greek Orthodox person. Orthodoxy is universal. You do not
need to be Greek to be a member of the Church. Before thinking about fitting in, it is suggested that you
simply learn about Orthodoxy and also get to know the congregation at Holy Trinity. Orthodoxy is not
something you can jump into with both feet. It takes time and patience.

Q: I’'m an Orthodox Christian but visiting for the first time. What should | do?
It is important that you contact the priest and let him know you are visiting, especially if you wish to
receive Holy Communion.

Orthodox services can be overwhelming or confusing for people who are being exposed to them for
the first time. Please feel free to speak with our priest after the service regarding your experience, as
well as any questions you may have. On Sundays, coffee hour is the best time to talk with our priest
and members of our congregation.




Stewardship and Fees

As you know, it takes every little bit of financial and volunteer help to keep our church operating.
Please renew your stewardship/membership and support our church with an annual commitment.

Please pay all fees to the treasurer (phone number can be found in this bulletin) or through e-transfer at
holytrinity @tbaytel.net. The fees go towards the operational cost of the church building, not to the priest.

Annual Stewardship
Family: $600
Single Regular Members (Age 18+) & Seniors: $300/person
University/College Students: $100
Associate Members (non-Orthodox spouse): $150

Funerals
Up-to-Date Members: No Fee
Not Up-to-Date Members: $300 for each year of no membership paid, up to 2 years

Hall Rentals
Members: $150 Non-Members: $400

Sacrament/Services Fees
Wedding: $250 Baptism: $150

Fees must be paid to the treasurer at least two (2) weeks prior to a Sacrament.

* Parents and Godparents, as well as couples and Sponsors (Koumbaroi) must be in good financial
standing with our community by having paid their stewardship (membership) for the past two
consecutive years. Please speak with our treasurer and make sure your financials obligations are up to
date.

* Godparents and wedding Sponsors (Koumbaroi) must also be in ecclesiastical good standing in the
Orthodox Church by being baptized Orthodox, having their marriages blessed in the Orthodox Church
and not taken part in a Sacrament outside the Orthodox Faith. Out of town Sponsors & Godparents
must provide a letter from their priest stating they are canonically able to to take part in a Sacrament.

* Couples where one member is not baptized Orthodox must speak with the priest prior to booking a
Wedding.

Stewardship

Each person/family can make a personal commitment to support our church throughout the year.
Stewardship is an act of faith. When we believe, stewardship follows. Stewardship is caring for our
church community and its members. It is faith in action; action motivated by humble gratitude to God for
his blessings in our life. Our church is a tremendous blessing in our lives.




With Gratitude to God for Our Members & Stewards
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Memberships paid after the publication of this Bulletin will appear on next month’s issue.



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS
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